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ONSIDERKED; 


With his TRY AL at large in both 
Houſes of Parliament. 


WHEREIN _—_ 


the ad SPEECHES for and 3 Hun 
in the ſeveral Debates, are faithfully inſerted. 


To which are Added, 


REMARKS upon a Scandalous Libel, called, 4 Vindication 
of the Honour and Tm? of Parliament, 
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Rode, Caper, Vitem, tamen hinc cum ftabis ad Aras, 
In tua quod fundi Cornua poſſit, erit. Ov 1D. 
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Mr. AIS LAB I Es Two SPEECHES, 
and C ASE, conſider d, &c. 


S a certain Noble Peer, when the deſtructive South-Sea- 


into the Upper Houſe of Parliament, compar'd it to 
the Trojan Horſe ; ſo, in ſupport of his Lordſhip's Aſ- 
ſertion, I cannot but think Mr. Aiſſabie bears the Re- 
ſemblance of Sinon, the inſidious Greek, who, to con- 
ceal his Countrymen contained therein, from the 
Towns-Folks that were to be betray'd, and to ex- 


cite their Compaſſion and Belief of what he was to ſay, began with, 
Nec fi miſerum Fortuna Sinonem — finxit, vanum etiam mendacemque im- 
proba finget——lt's a received Practice, I could almoſt ſay, as old as 
Guilt itſelf, for the Guilty to put on the Face of Iunocence: and as no Man, 


by the Great Law of this Land, is obliged to accuſe himſelf ; ſo it is na- 


- tural for Perſons, under Accyſation, to extenuate their Crimes, and to 


ut the faireſt Gloſy upon their Actions that it is poſſible for them to 
ear, Hence it follows, that amidſt all his Faults, than which no OF 


' fences can be more heinous, he has this to hold him blameleſs, that, in 


making his Defence, be the Falſities thereof never (9 1 he (ing 
in common with others under the like Cireumſtances. But becauſe ſoft 
Words may affect the Populace, who look no further than on the Sur- 


face of Things, and ſoothing Periods may change the Colour of Trea- 
chery itſelf (I might ſay Treaſon) into Patriotiſm, and a Love for our 


Country; it is judged not improper to prevent the Impreſſion his Ap- 
peal from the Log ature to the People, may otherwiſe make on weak 
and ſuſceptible 


A % a: 


Scheme, for an Addition to their Stock, was brought 


inds, by ſetting this Gentleman's pretended Hardſhips 
in a true Light, and leaving it to the Deciſion of the Publick, whether 


a Convict, ſo adjudged (tor that's an Appellation no ways too harſh for 
ſuch flagrant Miſdemeanours) by more than five hundred and fifty Com- 
moners, and two hundred Lords, can be right in the Vindication of his 
Innocence, or they wrong in their Cenſure. The whole Nation are Par- 
tie? concerned, in the Defence of the Proceedings of their Repreſenta- 
tives, to Whom their Intereſts are delivered in "Truſt, and in whoſe 
Hands all their Liberties and Immunities, all the Pledges of their Well- 
being in this Life are depoſited ; and the whole Nation ought to juſtify, 
to a Man, what is become their A&t and Deed, by its being pro- 
mulged and enacted into a Law by the Creatures of their own Choice; 
More elpecially, ſince this Delinquent, in his Application to the Lords, 
impeaches the Juſtice of the Commons, which, in effect,” is downright 
impleading that of thoſe Who ſent them up, to take cognizance of, and 
animadvert upon all "Things and Perſons, Grievangey and "Tranſactions 
which ſhould fall under their Notice, in detriment to the Honour, Dig- 
nity, Wealth, and Security of his Majeſty and his Subjects. | 
Ike Cries of "Thouſands of Families, reduced from Plenty to the 
mu Poverty and Dillrely, * have told this Gentleman, and his 
bettors, to uſe his own Words, That be was wirhappity fallen titer the 
Di Meaſure of the Horſe of Cue not fo much for Want of proper Tue 
ts explain aud ſupport bis Junge. as of ſufficient Proots to make it eur. 
And tho he ſeems to wiſh the Lords world haue beard him by bis Counſel, it's 
evident, tram the Difference there is between the Speech he made an his 
Defence elſewhere, full of disjointed Sentences and confuſed Hefitations, 
and the well-laboured digeſted Expreſſions that run through and diſplay 
themſelves in both his Harangues => that he needed not to have given 
Vent to that Wiſh ; ſince, by being heard in his own Perſ.u, it is mani- 
feſt, he was heard by bis Counſel : and tha, (rom the Beginning of his Im- 
riſonment, whereot the Length was noc equal to his Demerits, to the 
y wherein he complains that it is long, he wanted no Aſſiſtance and 
Advice, and had the moſt able, the moſt eminent, the moſt diſtinguiſhed 
(TI wiſh I could ſay the moſt upright) Heads of the Law daily to con- 
ſult with, and had means put into his hands to endeavour to eſcape 
publick Cenſure, by ſome Gentlemen, who, if Fame be well-grounded, 
ought, in their ſeveral Stations, to have done their utmoſt, in contribu- 
ting all the Aids of their Knowledge and Eloquence in the Proſecution of 
this evil and corrupt Miniſter, and the bringing him to condign Puniſh- 
ment. | | 
In reſerenceto this Gentleman's coming ill-prepared to make his De- 
fence, and the Surprize he is ſaid to lie a. by finding himſelf tranſ- 
lated, all on a ſudden, into the Bill againſt the Directors, under the 
new-faſhioned Term of Conſolidation, without any new Offence, when the 
old one was flagrant enough to have called for a much more ſevere Puniſh- 
ment than what is here complained of ; he is to be told, that he had 
LEES | time 
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time enough to employ his cloſeſt Thoughts in, from the 8th of March, 
the Day whereon he was ordered to be committed to the Tower, and the 
19th of July following, whereon he made this Speech; and that howſo- 
ever neu- faſbioned the Term of Conſolidation may ſeem, he has, upon more 
than one Occaſion, when ſome private Views have been to be ſerved 
thereby, 2 into it as a Member of the Houſe of Commons. 8 

Nay, further, to prove the firſt Branch of his Complaint groundleſs, 
his own Confeſſion riſes up in Judgment againſt him ; when, in the next 
Paragraph but one, he owns, He has carefully examined and peruſed the 
Bill, and inquired into all the Steps it had taken, fince he was heard in his 
* Place, and thought he had given entire Satisfation of his Iunocence to the Houſe 
of Commons. A carejul Pernſal and Inquiry, as this was, molt undoubted- 
ly bore a Tendency to a full Preparation, and his Error in thinking he 
had given entire Ctisfuciion to the Aſlembly he ſpoke in, is ſuſſicient- 
ly made out by the twelve Reſolutions that enſued thereupon ; the laſt 
whereof, for his Expullion, before his Warrant of Commitment to the 
Tower, of Which, he ſays, no Cauſe is aſſigned, is ſuſBoiently juſtified 
by the eleven that preceded it, which will prefent him with Crimes 
iis Sunt gott have abherred BEFORE the Perpetration of them, not 
re they had been lald open in do publick a manner, as in the printed 
His next Grievance lies in the changing of the Shape of the Bill of lu- 

viry into his Eſtate, into a Bill of Paniſoment, previous to any Tryal. 
— | no Tryal An Aſſertion that has an Appearance of ſome Turn 
of Wit in it, but not the leaſt Particle of Truth ; fince what he had ac- 
knowledged before, in being heard in his Place to the Articles of his Ac- 
cuſation (againſt which he made a long evaſory Speech, fitter to excite 
Pity, than to make his Judges apprized of his Innocence) makes it mani- 
feſt that he was tried and found guilty, and had Judgment, in conſe- 
quence thereof, paſſed upon him. 

To clear up this, and ſet aſide all Obje&ions that may interpoſe in 
favour of this Criminal, and prepoſſeſs Minds actuated by 'Tenderneſs to 
Men under ſuppoſed ill Treatment; it may not be improper to give the 
whole Proceedings at THIS TRYAL at large, for ſuch is the Me- 
thod, in ſuch Caſes, in uſe with our Repreſentatives in Parliament, when 
any of their own Members are called to an Account in the Houſe of 
Commons. The Journal of that Houſe runs thus: | 


g N Wedneſday the 8th Day of March, Mr. Fox from the Auditor of 
y the Exchequer's Office, and Mr. Lockyer from the South-Sea Com- 
© pany, laid before the Houſe ſeveral Papers that had been called for. 
hen the Order of the 1 being read, for taking into further Conſi- 
* deration the Reports from the Committee of Secrecy ; thoſe Parts of the 

* firſt Reports which related to Jobn Aiſlabie Eſq; (a Membe 


* Houſe) 


r of the 
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Houſe) were read, and then the ſecond Report ſrom the ſaid Com- 
mittee was read : And a Letter from the ſaid Mr. Aiflabie to Mr. Wey- 
monſold, dated the 1ſt of March 1719. And alſo ſeveral Examinations 
of Mr. Weymonſold before the ſaid Committee; and the Examination of 
Mr. Robert Surman, taken the 3 1ſt of January lalt : And the Examina- 
tion of Mr. Francis Hawes before the ſaid Committee, taken the 24th 
of February laſt, were read. Afterwards Sir %%, Fellows, Mr. Charles 
Joe, Mr. Haier, Sir 7%, Blunt, Mr. Holdirch, Mr. Gibbon, and Mr. 
Cle Jer, were (everally called in and examin'd. Then the Examination 
of Mr. Hives, taken the 3 ut of Jann; laſt before the ſaid Committee, 
Was read, and Mr, Hawes was called in and examined. Then the Ex- 
amination of Mr. Robert Surman, taken before the ſaid Committee the 
7th Day of March laſt, was read ; and he called in and examined, and 
proved an Account of Swh-Sea Stock bought by Mr. Knight for Mr. 
Aiſtabie, which Account was read: and after Mr. Heymouſold had been 
examind, the Examination of Sir Theodore Janſſen, taken before the 


ſaid Committee the 2oth and 26th Days of January laſt ; and the Ex- 


amination of Sir Lambert Blackwell, taken before the ſaid Committee 
the 25th Day of 4.77 7 laſt, were read, Afterward Mr. Gibbon, Sir 
John Fellows, and Mr. Joye, were again called in, and ſeverally exa- 
mined, And then the Examination of Mr. Xvi, taken the 17th 
Day of Jaun laſt ; and the Examination of Sir Job Blunt, taken 
before the ſaid Committee the 14th of Janrary lalt 3 the Copy of rhe 
Warrant tor making torth new Exehequer-Bills for one Million z and 
allo the Copy of the Memorial from the Su- Se Company, relating 
to the ifluing Exehequer Bills by way of Loan to the ſaid Company, 
were read ; and afterwards Sir % n Fellows, and Sir John Blunt, were 


- 


again ſeverally called in and examined.” 1 
The Reading of the Papers, and the Examination of the Perſons a= 


bove-mention'd, laſted from One in the Afternoon till Nine at Night; 
after which Mr. Aiſtabie, who had been very haughty before, and, in a 
loſty imperious manner, challenged the Houſe to produce one falſe Step 
in his Conduct, endeavour'd to extenuate the Facts brought againſt him 


with the greateſt Submiſſion : Bur all ro no purpoſe, for being order'd 


to withdraw, Sir Joſeph Jekyll, the Lord Moleſuorth, Mr. Shippen, and 
Mr. Hutchinſon, ſpoke ſo patlietically of the Injury that was done to the 
Nation, not only by Mr, Aiftabie's being Author of the New and De— 
ſtruétive South-Sea Scheme (a Bill for which had been prepared and 
brought in by him, on the 16th of March 17 but the Depoſition of 
Mr. Hawes, viz. That he had. cauſed the Book of Accounts between 
them to be burnt, and given a Diſcharge for the Balance, amounting to 


about 842,000 J. a Crime that appeared ſo enormous, by ſo home a 


Proof, that the Houſe came to the following Reſolutions ; viz. 


: Reſolved, 


© Reſolved, Nemine Contradicente, I. That it appears to this Houſe, 
that 22,000 J. South-Sea Stock, was bought by Mr. Robert Knight, late 
* Caſhier of the South-Sea Company, the 3d * 19th Days of December, 
* 1719. for che Uſe, and on the Account of John Aiſlabie Eſq; (a Mem- 
ber of this Houſe) then Chancellor of the Exchequer, and Under- 
© Treaſurer of the Exchequer, and one of the Commiſſioners of his 
« Majelty's "Treaſury, 1 ng . 
II. "That trom the 3oth Day of Jam, t719. to the 4th Day of 
© Mii following incluſive, 790,060 / H= den Stock was 3 —. by 
* Matthew Weymonſold Broker, by the Direktion, and on the Account of 
the ſaid Joby Aiflatie, „ 
III. 'T hat 20,000 /. South-Sea Stock, Part of the ſaid 70,000 , Stock, 
* was deliver'd to Mr: Matthew W/eymonſold Broker, on the 12th Day of 
* February 1719. by Robert Surman, late Deputy-Caſhier of the South-Sea 
Company, at the rate of 130 J per Cent. by Direction of Robert Knight, 
* late Caſhier of the ſaid Company, tor the Uſe and Benetit of the faid 
John Aiſlabie Eſq; 2 | 
* IV. "That ſeveral Parcels of South-Sea Stock, Part of the ſaid Se- 
venty "Thouſand Pounds Stock, amounting to 'T'wenty "Thouſand 
* Pounds Stock, tor Thirty Five "Thouſand Three Hundred Fitty Sex 
ven Pounds en Shillings, were bought by Mathew Z h, Bro» 
ker, on the ift Day of Much 1719, by the Order of the ſaid 7% 
 Aiſtubie Viqj and that the ſaid Twenty "Thouland Pounds Stock was 
deliver'd by the ſaid Mauthe Heymorſild on the 4h Day of Aue ro 
Robert Kuight, late Cathier of the South-Sea Company, tor the Uſe and 
Benetit ot the ſaid Mr. 4i/abie; and. that the ſaid Ribert Knight did 
then pay the faid Thirty Five "Thoutand Three Hundred Fifty Seven 
Pounds Len Shillings, tor the ſame. | 
V. That the atoreſaid "I'wenty "Thouſand Pounds Swwth-Sea Stock, 
was Stock taken in, and held by the (iid Rebert Knight, for the Benefit 
of rhe ſaid John Aiftabic 1:16; after the Propofals of the Suuth-Sea Com- 
pany were accepted by tlus Houle, and a Bill order'd to be brought in 
thereupon, without any M ney paid, or Security given by the faid 
Mr. Ai/labie for the ſaid Stock, | | 
* VI. That the taking in, and holding the ſaid "T'wenty "Thouſand 
Pounds South-Sea Stock, by the ſald Robert Knight, with the Privacy, 
and for the Benefit of the ſaid John Aiftabie Eſq; was a molt notorious, 
| dangerous, and infamous Corruption in the ſaid Mr. Aiftabie, a: 
| VII. That it appears to this Houſe, that between the 2orth Day of 
* March 1720. and the 2a 1ſt Day of November following, there was an 
Account between Turner and Company, and Edmond Waller, Son- in- 
* law of the ſaid John Aiflabie Eſq; amounting in the whole to the Sum 
of Seven Hundred Ninety Four 'Thouſand Four Hundred Fifty One 
Pounds, Fifteen Shillings, and Nine Pence; and that tliere "_— alſo an 
Account 
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* Account of Sputh-Sea Stock ang, between the ſaid Mr. Waller, 


* on the Balance of which laſt mention'd Account, there was Seventy 
Seven "Thouſand Six Hundred Pounds due from the ſeid Turner and 
Company; tor the ſecuring whereof the ſaid Turner and Company en- 
© tred into Bonds the 26th of November laſt, tor Twelve Months, from 
* the 24th Day of September then paſt, viz. one Bond for Forty Four 
* "Thouſand Six Hundred Pounds to the (aid Edmend Waller, and one 
other Bond to Thomas H/eddell 1 0 in Pruſt kor the ſaid 7% 1 ** 
VIII. That the faid John Aiftabie iq; was privy to, and did ap- 
prove and eonſent, that the Million of Exehequer-=Bills lent by the 
Lreafury to the SM h- Company, ſhould be lent out by the (aid 
Company upon their Stock, and accordingly the ſame was done, 
IX. That the faid 7% Aifabie Eſqi at a Meeting with. the late 
_* Sab-Governour, and ſeveral of the Directors of the Svurh-Sea Company, 
* did adviſe the taking in the firſt Money-Subſeription at 'Three Hun- 
* dred Pounds per Cent. and agreed to promote the ſame. 
* X. That the ſaid John Aiſtabie Eſq; gave in a Liſt to the late Di- 
rectors of the South-Sea Company, of the Names of Perſons to be ad- 
mitred into the "Third Money-Subſcription at One "Thouſand Pounds 
© per Cent. for ſeveral Sums of Money, amounting to Seventy Five Thou- 
* ſand "Three Hundred Pounds, and did thereby promote and encourage 
© the ſaid Subſcription. 5 
* XI. That the ſaid John Aiſiabie Eſq; has encouraged and promoted 
the dangerous and deſtructive Execution of the late South-Sea Scheme, 
with a View to his own exorbitant Profit, and has combined with the 
late Directors of the South-Sea Company in their pernicious Practices, to 
the Detriment of great Numbers of his Majeſty's Subjects, and the 
Ruin of the Publick Credit, and the Trade of this Kingdom. | 
XII. That the ſaid John Aiſiabie Eſq; be for his ſaid Offences ex- - 
pell'd this Houſe.” | 
Then it was order'd, That the ſaid John Aiſlabie Eſq; be committed 
Priſoner to his Majeſty's Tower of London; and Mr. Speaker do iſſue his 
Warrant accordingly. | f | 
Having thus brought this Gentleman out of his Miſtake, in his Alle- 
gation of his being puniſh'd without any Tryal, and produced the very 
Form of this Tryal, which was carry'd on with the greateſt Solemnity 
through the whole Examination; let us now appeal to our Readers, 
whether if the Eleven Reſolutions, taken therefrom, have made him the Object 
of the publick Odium throughout the Kingdom, he did not richly deſerve ſo to 
be. He thought himſelf ſure of theſe, continues he, as the Ground of 
the Charge againſt him. And ſo they were the Ground of his Charge 
though not inſerted in the enacting Part of the Bill, becauſe they caus d 
the Bill to be brought in againſt him; Which is ſo far from tuflicting moſt 
ernel, torturing Puniſhments, Which, in their true Meaning, gully ee 
5 bbets, 
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Gibbets, and Axes, or a Bill of Attainder, which farteits Life, as well as 


Eſtate, that it has left him quietly in the Poſſeſſion of as ample a For- 

tune, as molt Commoners in England have; and was ſo far from being 
a Hill that MUST paſs, that it met with Oppolition, in its 1 
through the Houſe, from ſome Perſons of great Figure and luterelt there, 
who were acquainted With the Countenance and Diſpolition of much 
greater, and Who, to flop the Progrels it was making, and, if poſſible, 
10 fling cold Hier wpon it, obſerved the Diſproportion there Was, as tv 


their Characters and Stations, between a Chancellor of the Exchequer, a 
Commiſſioner of the "I realury, and Privy-Counſellor, and a Parcel of ob- 


ſcure Citizens, and So -en Directors, "Theſe were ſomebody's Wards, 
who, notwithſtanding rhe known Friendſhip between Mr. Aiſlabie and 
Him, and the mutual good Offices that paſs'd between them, knew 
better than to call the Bill, a Bill of Attainder, without Fatts aſcertain'd, 


and againſt the very Principles of Juſtice, and the Laws of the Land in all 


Caſes ; or to ſpeak one word in contradiction to the above-mentioned 
Reſolutions when they were made without one Mouth open'd in the 
behalf of ſo avow'd a Delinquent : A Delinquent, who, to baflle, and 
caſt a Damp upon the Scent of Inquiries after his pernicious Actions, 
burnt the very Vouchers that contain'd them : A Fact ſufficient of itſelf 
to have given Riſe ro a real Bill of Attainder, and to have drawn down 
a greater Load of Diſpleaſure from the Legiſlative Part of the Nation, 


than he at preſent may fancy himſelf to labour under; for when Wit 
neſſes have been either ſpirited away, or concealed, preſumptive Proofs 


have ever been admitted in the ſtead of poſitive: and if this Inſtance of 
his endeavouring to elude Juſtice, be not a. Circumſtance of weight 


enough to make him feel the Conſequence of its wiſe Decrees, we muſt 


be at a loſs to find one. 


Many Examples of this nature are to be found in the Journals of Par- 


liament ; and Mr. Aiſiabie, now he is freed from the Toils of Affairs of 
State, and the Fatigues wherewith Men in Honourable Employments 
and Publick Buſineſs are encompaſs'd, may have leiſure to inſpe& ano- 
ther Bill of Attainder, of a much freſher Date than that the re- 
nowned Earl of Straſford (I mean, that brought in againſt Sir John Fen- 
wick) wherein he will find Circumſtances have been accounted, and ta- 
ken as ſuch by ſome Gentlemen who are well known to him, and as 
hearty for the 4 he has ever profeſs'd himſelf embark'd in, as Mr. 
Aiſinbie himſelf. — | 
Hut the Great Earl of Srafford's Caſe is perhaps only recited, to make 
the Great Mr. Ai/abie ſtand upon a better rooting than that Noble Peer: 
The Bill againſt him was cruel aud unjuſt, but there were Fafts ſtated in that 
Bill to charge that Lord, and his Acctſers came LIKE MEN to this Har to 
make them good i bitt wheve fe Wy Atthſers, my Lords ? Where are theit 
Nat Aid Biiligie £5 ti: Bi aid deiacy aus alt rer Mig CIs 
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(10) 
dae , Mr. Aiſlabie's Aſſurance and Effrontery; Men of Injuſtice, that 
were reſolved, at all hazards of their King's, their own, or their Coun- 
try's Fame and Reputation, to go thorough-ſtitch with the Work of 
Blood and Violence: But he is to be made a Sacrifice, without any Pomp 
or Solemuity at all, auy Ceremony of a formal Inpeachment, One might 
| have thought a Gentleman ſo well vers'd in Parliamentary Proceedings, 
would have been more nice in diſtinguiſhing the Difference between a 
Bill of Impeachment, that takes away Lite and Fortune, and a Bil! of 
Foſeiture of only part of the latter; more eſpecially, ſince he had been 
ſo happy before, as to make us acquainted with the Piſtin&tion between 
a Bil of Iaquiry, and a Bill of Puniſhment, | | 
Had his Caſe been ſuch as he ſeems to inſinuate, and his Perſon under 
Impeachment ; had the Manner of his 'Tryal been the ſame, as that of 
the moſt Worthy, and moſt Innocent Patriot, whoſe Suflerings he ſeems 
to juſtify, in making his Accuſers appear /ike Men: nothing 1s more cer- 
tain, than that as the noble Earl's was cruel and unjuſt for want of ſuffi- 
cient Evidence; ſo Mr. Aiſtabie's would have been juſt and equitable, 
even without the Aid and Aſſiſtance of other Fatts, than what are made 
uſe of in the Eleven Reſolutions. "Though to remove all Occaſion of 
Complaint, and to demonſtrate the Lenity of thoſe that are entred into 
Judgment againſt him, that Branch of the Legiſlature, in mercy to one 
of their own Members, has taken a much milder Courſe with him: 'T'o 
bring him to himſelf, and reſtore him to the ſame Equality of Fortune, 
with his Brethren of the ſame Level, Gentlemen of Birth, and plentiful 
Eſtates; they, inllead of cutting him off for a rotten irreſtorable Limb, 
make uſe of excoriating Applications, and only pare off ſome unne- 
ceſſary Protuberances of Wealth, that he may thereby be recover'd from 
the Diſorders of the Body that ariſe therefrom : So Men of Addreſs and 
Knowledge in the Medicinal Art, cauſe their Patients in high Fevers to 
be let Blood, in order to the carrying away thoſe Impurities, that may 
otherwiſe extravaſate, and inflame the whole Maſs of Fluids, and there= 
by introduce Corruption and Death — = 
His Remarks upon the Notoriety of Fits, given in at a Conference 
with the Lords by the Commons, Whieh he, in Banter of a whole Houſe 
of Parliament, and in Contempt of their known Wiſdom and Impartia- 
lity, ſays, dre #04 Jet revealed, aud t Which there is wo Evidence, carry the 
fame Pokens of the moſt conſummate Aflurance that abounds in the 
former Paragraphs ; fince no lefs than Fourteen Witneſſes are named in 
the Paper lett by them with the Peers in the ſaid Conference, Who, in 
the Opinion of the Commons, make out the Allegations in the Bill re- 
lating to him: And Notoriety, though cavilled at in a ſneering manner, 
by one, who in his Circumſtances had as little reaſon to laugh in his 
ſleeve as any Misbehaver whatſoever, is a Word ſo very well known to 


Bi. ahe Law, Reaſon, and common Senſe, that it ſtands in need of none 
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plexing the Cauſe, than leading us into the true Nature of it, elſe he 
would not ſug eſt the Knowledge of his Crimes to ariſe only from pub- 
lick Fame and Hearſay. | 

But his Comment on the Preamble of the Bill, is what requires a 
more than ordinary Attention. The Preamble of this Charge againſt 
him ſays, * "That John Aiſlabie Eſq; late Chancellor and Under-'Treaſurer 
of the Exchequer, and one of the Commiſſioners of his Majeſty's 'Trea= 


* ſury, and a Member of the Houſe of Commons, in breach of rhe great 


* 'Truſt in him repoſed, and a View to his own exorbitant Profit, has 
combined with the Directors of the South-Sea Company in their moſt 
* pernicious Practices, and has been guilty of molt dangerous and infa- 
* mous Corruption, to the Detriment of great Numbers of his Majeſty's 
* Subjects, and maniteſt Prejudice of the Publick Credit, and of the 
Trade of this Kingdom.“ In Reply to this, he takes upon him to queſ- 
tion, under which of theſe Characters, viz. Chancellor of the Exche- 
quer, Under-T'reaſurer, and Commiſſioner of the I'reaſury, or a Mem- 
ber of the Houſe of Commons, he can be charged with a Breach of the 
great 'T'ruſt repoſed in him > Whereto an Anſwer is ready at hand, that 
avers him guilty in each and every Capacity: As Chancellor of the Exche=- 
quer, for promoting the new Scheme, tho' Sir John Blunt were the Ori» 
ginal Author of it; and after adviling with that Director, Mr. Knight, 
and Mr. Clayton, at a Conterence in his own Houſe, for making Intereſt 
with his Friends and Adherents, in the Houſe of Commons, for a Bill to 


be brought in purſuant thereunto ; for the Preparation whereof he got 


himſelf to be placed at the Head of the Committee. As Under-Treaſurer 
and Commiſſioner of the Treaſury ; tor the great Inlluence he bore over his 
Brethren, for making forth, and iſſuing the Exchequer-Bills to the Uſe 
of the South-Sea Company; lince, tho' the Stock, which is ſaid to be 


bought by him (tho' apparently given to him for Secret Services) was, in 


the beginning of Decemb. 1719, made over to him, and the Bill for the 


heine, 7 1 to that Git, was not introduced and read to the Houſe 


till the 16th Day of Ach following 4 it is violently to be ſuſpected, 
nay, What is more, almolt equal to che (rongelt "Truth, that if he parted 
with any Money, Which he Was not Wont to do without Allurance of 
great Profits or Fmoluments, he did it not without an Eye to Gain 3 or 


it he received any, it was, not without regard to good Offices to be done 


in Conſideration thereof, As a Member of Parliament ; in departing from 
the Conſervation oft the Peoples Liberties, and in Violation of his Duty, 
whereby he was engaged to make good and maintain the Faith of that 
Auguſt Aflembly 22 to the Publick ; an Inſtance whereot is fo very 
particular, as to deſerve our ſpecial Regard and Mention, and may en- 
able us to make an Eſtimate of his other Oftences—— Crimine ab uh -—» 
diſce omne;—that mult be very crying indeed, if of the ſame Complexion 


TT . 
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With this. When a Motion was made in the Houſe of Commons, at than 


Werounded ? But this Gentleman alledges theſe Accomors com 
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Share or Shares of, and in the to be inoreaſed Capital South-Sva Stock, 
the Proprietors of the Annuities ſhould be entitled to annoy and a 
Debate thereupon aroſe between the Court and Country-Party : Mr. 
Aiſtabie is known to have turned the Scales apainſt the poor Annuitants, 
by alledging againſt their Interelt, * "That to fix a Price upon the An- 
* nujties, might endanger the Sueceſs of fo benetivial an Undertaking 1 
That as it was the Intereſt of the Company to take in the ſaid Annui= 
ties, ſo no doubt was to be made, but that they would uſe all their 
Indeavours tor that purpoſe, and would offer ſueh advantageous Con- 
ditions to the Autan, as would enc.urage them to come in volunta- 
rily 1 "That theretore they ought to allow the ſaid Company a compe- 
tent Ame, to try what they could do 3 and it, in a ab deem Sefſion 
of Parliament, it ſhould appear, that the Conditions they had offered to 
the Aunuftams were not reaſonable, and conſequently had proved inef- 
fectual, the Commons, in ſuch a Caſe, might give what Directions 
they thought fit about the matter.“ | 
Hime ils Lachrymg—— —Henee proceeded the Tears of thoſe un— 
fortunate Friends to the Government, Who had entruſted their All in its 
Hands, from an entire Contidence in Parliamentary Security: Hence 

flowed in upon them, as trom a Flood, Want, Ruin, Oppreſſion, and 
Miſery, Ina word ; hence it may be averred, without leaning to Par- 
tialiry, Thouſands of Men, Women, and Children, whoſe All was de- 
polited in the Exchequer, as an inexhauſtible Reſource in Time of Ne- 
ceſlity, and who, if leſs credulous, might have lived well and comforta- 
bly, were brought almoſt to a Morſel of Bread, 'by a Scheme more vora- 
cious and deſtructive than a Lady that palles her 'Time in the Hundreds 
of Drury : For, in conſequence of his and his Party's Oppoſition to the 
abovementioned Motion, the Care of thoſe opprefled Creditors to Pub- 
lick Faith and Honour, was poſtponed, till ſuch time, as by being drawn 
in to adventure their whole Subſtance to catch at a Shadow, their Affairs 
were grown deſperate, and beyond any poſſibility of being retrieved. 

The foregoing Extratt, from the Journals of Parliament, may ſerve to 
account for and deſtroy what he alledges for Truth, in his pretended Sor- 
row for the Annuitants Caſe, in his ſecond Speech, and his feigned In- 
nocence in having no hand in their Ruin ; But as we have not yet gone 
thro* with his firſt tedious Harangue, let us make our Obſervations of 
what remains worthy of particular Notice therein, and take a View of 
the Reaſons he had to thank his Accuſers for giving him the Opportunity of 
clearing 1 the Matter, relating to the burning the Book of Accounts be- 
tween Mr. Hawes and him, which has but too juſtly inflamed and ſtirred up 
the Minds of Men to believe, that there were the greateſt Secrets and criminal 
Matters contained therein, and that they were cancelled to deſtroy Evidence. Can 
any one deny the Thoughts of the Publick on this Article to be well 


* 
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mony of Mr. Hawes, given before their Lordſhips, in ſupport of his Al- 


| legation ; which "Teſtimony imports, "That there was nothing criminal con- 
tained in them; nothing in them relating to Mr. Aillabie as Chancellor of the 


Exchequer, or to himſelf (Mr, Hawes) as Director of the South-Sen Company; 
and that as to the manner of cancelling them, it was dove in October laſt 
before the King's Re and long before the Parliament met, & . Ver well | 
nothing criminal in them ! Not perhaps in Mr. Hawer's Opinion, who, by 
lis deep Concern in the vilkunous Myſtery of enriching a tew particular 
Perſons, for the Impoverithment of a Whole Nation, might pollibly think 
the mull horrid, the molt barbarous Perpetration Whatſoever not deferv- 
ing of that Name: For it we conſult his Character, when it Was pro- 
Voted, in tle Houle, to give My, Hawes 1o0n = out of his Eltate, the 
ans whereot was 40,031 4, cos 2d, „ Sir Nathaniel Gould, and 
other Members, having obſerved, that he was very active in the late vile 
Practices, awd had occalioned the Ruin of many Nie. particularly ot 
ſome Gentlenien he had been under in the Navy-Office, Mr. Dominique 
moved, and it was agreed, Without dividing, to allow him only 341 4. 2 4. {, 
that being the odd Loney of the Particulars of his Fflate ; tho” this was 
altern ard by the Clemency of the Houſe, at the Intereeflion of many 
of his Friends, advanced to 56060 %% In the next Place, as to the ean⸗ 
celling chete Accounts in the Month of He,, betare the King's Recurn, 
and the Sitting of the Parliament, that's of little Availment, it any at 
all: For a Gentleman of Mr. Ai/labie's Station, a Privy Counſellor, and 
Commillioner of the "I'realury, could not, but, tram the Ferment the Na- 
tion Was in at that Juncture, by the general Devaſtation which happened 
thro' the Riſe and Fall of South-Sea Stock, and the Calamities ariſing 
from Brokers and Jobbers in the Alley, be induced to ſuppoſe, but that 
at the Arrival of his Majeſty, whoſe Preſence was abſolutely neceſſary, 


at the importunate Deſires of the Regency, to quell and pacify theſe 


Diſorders, the King would recommend to his Parliament an Enquiry into 
the Authors of the Decay of "T'rade and Publick Credit ; and that he 
himſelf, who had been ſo — a Sharer of the Spoils of his Fellow-Sub- 
jects, as to gain immenſe Sums by the Iniquity of the Times, ſhould be 
called in queſtion as one (it not the very chief) of che Maroders: 
wheretore to be beforehand with his Acculers, he made a quick Diſ- 
patch of his Vouchers, that they might not tell Tales, and riſe in Evi- 
dence againſt him. If this was a legal and innocent Al lion, becauſe he 
ſtood not obliged to witneſs againſt himſelf, and becauſe the Parliament 
in 1640. (a Parliament whoſe Memory is deteſted, and which, by being 
brought as an Example for this, that has done ſuch glorious things for 
the Nation, ſeems intended to leſſen the Value which ought to be ſet 
upon it) at the Examination of the Judges, ordered, that they ſhould not 
be examined on any thing to accuſe themſelvos; it were to be wiſhed, Mr. Aiſla- 
bie would let us know what Action is unlawful or criminal, In the Par- 
liament of 1640, which laſted till and 8 the barbarous and moſt exe- 
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orable Murder of the Royal Martyr, and which he endeavours to juſtify 
himſelf by, as before in the Lord Srrafford's Caſe ; if lawleſs Things 
were tranſacted under the colour of Law by the Judges,the Records were 
preſerved to bear witneſs againſt them; there was no need of- a verbal 
Confeſſion, and for that reaſon no Accuſation of themſelves was required. 
There was no more to do than to ſearch the Journals of the Court, and 
thoſe made out the Proots thut were requiſite ; But here, in Mr. Ai/abie's 
Caſe, there were no ſuch Regiſtries to have recourſe to; therefore an 
extraordinary Method is of neceſſity to be made uſe of in the Proceed- 
ings againſt him, he himſelf having thrown the above-mentioned Obſta- 
cles in the way of the Parliament, to oblige them to deviate from their 
wonted Paths, and the ordinary Road which they had gone in, time out 
of mind, without little or no Alteration : So that if a Law has been 
made ex poſt fatto, he has nothing but his own dark Procedure to thank 
for it, which was no other way able to bear the Light, than by making 
uſe of Fire, which is the Source of Light, that the Account of it might 
be totally removed and conſumed, | „ . 
Little remains further to be conſidered, in this firſt Speech, than this 
SGentleman's Modelty, who, after he had owned his Conduct as to the 
burning of the Accompts between Mr. Hawes and him, not to be 
ſo calm and circumſpect, as his Circumſtances required, is pleaſed to 
call in queſtion the Underſtanding of thoſe that ſent up rhe Bill againſt 
him, by ſaying, it was very little underſtood by moſt of the Gentlemen 
of the Houſe of Commons; fo that if this Bill ſhould have the Sanction 
of their Lordſhips, their Underſtanding muſt of courſe be called in 
_ too: an Inſinuarion equally ſavouring of Truth and Good- 
reeding. 5 
But 45 is he more branded and expoſed than any other Perſon in the 
Bill? than any of the Directors? when moſt of them forfeit the greateſt 
Parr, nay almoſt the Whole, of what they have been labouring for and 
acquiring many Years, and he not the one half of what he has clan- 
deſtinely gotten ; ſince, now the Books are burned, no Knowledge can be 
attained thereof by the ſtricteſt Inquiſition. Beſides, he has been in Places 
and Offices of Truſt and Profit long enough before the 2oth of October, 
1718. to have amaſſed ſuch Heaps of Wealth, and made ſuch Purchaſes, 
in other Perſons Names, as to be left in the firſt Rank of Men noted for 
great Eſtates and Riches ; and ſhould the Commiſſioners, appointed by 
Parliament for that end, find out means to get at the knowledge of half 
a Million Sterling, and ſecure it for the Uſe of the Poor, he may poſſibly 
be left (till in poſſeſſion of ſo much more. | | 
But of the true State of Mr. Aiſtabie s future Condition, we may be 
| better appriz'd by the Journal of the Houſe of Commons, who being 
provoked by another Report by Mr. Broderick, Chairman of the Com- 
mittee of Secrecy ; whereby it appeared, that Mr. Aifabie's Son-in-law, 
Mx. Edmond Waller, Grandſon to the Poet of that Name, famous for a 
1 | 3 Speech 


CM 
Speech full of Cant and Deluſion in Cromwel!'s pretended Parliament, as 
this under Conſideration is, had been ſeveral times examin'd, and had 


Contradicted himſelf as often, pretending that he had torn or burnt all 


his Books of Accompts, (the very Picture of his Dad) fo that he had no- 
thing to ſhew for all his Dealings, either for himſelf, his Mother, Mr. 
Aiſlabie, or his Brother-in-law, upon reading the Bill for reſtraining 
John Aiſlabie Eſq; from going out of the Kingdom, Oc, and for diſcover- 
ing his Eſtate and Effects, Cc. A Motion was made for conſolidating the 
ſaid Bill, with the Bill for the Relief of the Unhappy Sufferers in the South- 
Sea Company, In oppolition to this, as has been intimated before, Mr. 
R — , and ſome other Gentlemen, repreſented, That it 
would ſeem to put a Perſon of Mr, Ai/tabie's Eminence and Diſtinction 
on the ſame Level with the Directors, and that ſuch a Precedent might 
be of dangerous conſequence, But Mr. Lechmere, Sir Joſeph Jekyll, the 
Lord Moleſworth, Mr. Broderick, Mr. Shippen, and ſome other Members, 
ſpeaking tor the Motion, the Court-Party did not think fit to divide a- 
gainſt it; ſo it was reſolved, "That Mr. Aiſlabie's Bill ſhould be commit- 
ted to the Committee of the whole Houſe, to whom the Bill for Relief of 
the Unhappy Sufferers in the South-Sea Company, was committed, and or- 
der'd, That it ſhould be an Inſtruction to the ſaid Committee, that they 
ſhould alter, and make both rhe ſaid Bills into one. It was alſo order'd, 
upon Serjeant Pengelly's Motion, ſeconded by General Roſs, * That it 
* ſhould be an Inſtruction to the ſaid Committee, that they do provide, 
Aby a Clauſe or Claules, for ſubjecting the Real and Perſonal Eſtates of 
* the ſaid John Aiſlabie Eſq; in the ſame Manner, and to the ſame Pur- 
* poſes, ro which the Eſtates of the late Directors of the South-Sea 
Company are ſubjected, by the Bill for the Relief of the Unhappy Sufferers 
* in the Sourh-Sea Company.” | 
On Muzday the 8th of May, Sir Joſeph Jekyll acquainted the Houſe of 
Commons, that he was directed by the Committee of Secrecy to acquaint 
the Houſe of an Application made to a Member of the ſaid Com- 
mittee relating to a matter depending before that Houſe ; and thereupon 
named the Honourable General Roſs, as the Gentleman to whom ſuch 
Application was made : Whereupon General Roſs acquainted the Houſe, 
That that Morning, while he was at the ſaid Committee, he received a 
Note, that a Gentleman was at the Door to ſpeak with him, and he 
went out, and found there Themas Vernon Eſq; (a Member of this Houle) 
who deſired him to go into a little Room near, whither they went, and 
Mr. Vernon acquamted him, that he had ſomething to ſay to him, which 
he deſired might go no further; whereupon General R told him, he 
hoped he had nothing to fay that was improper for him to hear. After 
which Mr. Vernon (Mr. Aiſlabie's Kinſman) told him, there was a Diſ- 
poſition in the Houſe to be favourable to Mr. Aiſlabie, in the Bill, upon 
which the Houſe was to be in a Committee that Day, and that it was 
in his power to do him Service, and for the ſame Mr. Aiſlabie ways 


Ls) 
make him any Acknowledgment, and in any Manner he ſhould think 
fit! Upon which General R%, from what he firlt ſaid, concluding it 
was upon ſome corrupt matter, left him in a Paſſion, and thought it his 
Puty to acquaint the Committee of Secrecy therewith, and the Com- 
mittee thought it proper to have the Matter laid before the Houſe. I 
this Matter Mr. Vernon was heard in his Place, and owned the ſaid 
Words and Circumſtances ; withall declaring, that he did not mention, 
or intend any thing of Money, or any other corrupt Matter; and begged 
tor Pardon of the Gentleman, and of the Houſe, it he had commurtec| 
any Otleuce, he ſaying the Words without any corrupt Intention, and 
only on account of Friendſhip, (being nearly related to Mr, Ai/tabie) 
and then Mr, Vernon withdrew, Hereupon it was reſotvcil, That T 
Vernon Eſq; (a Member vf this Houſe) harh made a corrupt Application 
to General R (a Member of this Houſe, and one of rhe Committee of 
Secrecy) in relation to a Matter depending before this Houle, Secondly, 
That the ſaid Thomas Vernon Eſq; be for his ſaid Otlence expelled this 
Houſe, It was likewiſe orde:ed, I hat rne Thanks of chis Houſe be gi- 
ven to General Roſs, for the Juſtice he had done to this Houſe, and to 
his Country, in laying the Application made to him by Thomas Vernon 
Eſq; before this Houſe. And Mr. Speaker gave him the Thanks of the 
Houſe accordingly. After this, the Commons made ſome Progreſs in 
the Bill for Relief of the Unhappy Srfferers in the South-Sea Company, &c. 
and added Mr. Aiſlabie's Name and Eſtate. | - 

On Juue the 19th following, after the Diſpatch of ſome Affairs of 
leſs moment, the Commons in a Committee of the whole Houſe, conſi- 
der'd further of the South-Sea Sufferers Bill, particularly in relation to 
the Allowances to be given to Mr. Gr:g5by and Mr. Aiſiubie. Mr. Arthur 
Moor moved to allow the firſt 'Tea Thouſand Pounds ; but another Mem- 
ber, Mr. Sh u, ſaid, © That ſince that Upſlart (for it ſeems he kept 
a Coftee-Houſe near the Royal-Exchange) was once ſo prodigally vain, 
as to bid his Coachman feed his Horſes with Gold, no doubt but he 
could feed on it himſelf; and therefore he moved, that he might be 
allowed as much Gold as he could eat, and that the reſt of his Eſtate 
might go towards the Relief of the Sufferers.“ After ſome other 
Speeches, a Motion was made for allowing him 2000 J. which was car- 
ried without a Diviſion. | | - | 

Mr. Aiflabie's Caſe came next under Conſideration, and Mr. R—— 
N., who ſpoke firſt, moved, that ſo much of his Eſtate might be 
allowed him, as he was poſſeſſed of towards the end of 1719. before the 
South-Sea Bill was brought in; and that Motion was back'd by Mr. Earl, 
Sir Charles Hotham, Mr. Lownds, Mr. Lechmere, Mr. Wurd, Mr. Palmer, 
and ſome others. On the other hand, Mr. Freeman moved, 'That all he 
had got from the Year 1719. might be confiſcated, and apply'd to the 
Uſe of the Publick ; and he was ſupported by Sir eſeph Jekyll, Maſter 
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of the Rolls, who urged, that it was in the power of the Lords of the 


"Treaſury 


1 
"Treaſury to have prevented the Miſehiefs that had been done by the 
Sont -den Directors, Mr. Broderick, Mr. per, Sir H/iliam Mindbam, and 
other Gentlemen, ſpoke on the ſame ſide with ſo much weight, that the 
Queſtion being put, That all the Eſtate Mr. Aiftabie was poſſeſſed of in the 
Year 1719. be left for him and his Family; the ſame, upon a Diviſion, 
was carried in the Negative by a Majority of 18 Voices. Then another 
Motion was made, and the Queſtion put, for allowing him and his Family 
all the Eſtate he was poſletled of on tlie zoth of Ooh, i718, which was 
carried in the Affirmative by a Majority of 113 Voices againlt 95. 

On Monday the 26th of June, Mr. Clayton reported the Amendments 
made to the Sourh-Sea Sufferers Bill, one of which being diſagreed to, Sir 
Thomas Croſs moved, that the Conſideration of ir might be put off rill 
the Wedneſday next following. This Motion was ſeconded by Mr. Rudge, 
Deputy-Governour of the South-Sea Company, and back'd by Mr. Free- 
man, Who ſuggeſted, that it would be more advantagebus to mwulct the 
late Directors in a round Sum of Money, to be levied among themſelves, 
than to confiſcate their Eſtates, and put them in the hands of Truſtees : - 
That by the former Method, 'T'welve or Fifteen Hundred Thouſand 
Pounds might be raiſed by the Lump, which was more than could be 
got the other way, and with leſs Trouble and Charge. But the Houſe 
not ſeeming to reliſh the Motion, it was dropt, and agreed to conſider 

the Report immediately. 2, | | 

The Houſe hereupon began with the Preamble of the Bill, in relation 
ro which, two Points were ſtrenuouſly debated. The Firſt was, that 
the words, Seven Millions and upwards, ſhould be alter'd into theſe words, 
An immenſe Sum: Which was moved by Mr. Robert Walpole, and ſup- 
ported by Mr. Lechmere, CHanctLLok of the Durchr, and Mr. Hunger- 
Jord; but being oppoſed by Sir Joſeph Fekyll, and ſome other Members, 
it was carried without dividing, that the words, Seven Millions and up- 
wards, ſhould ſtand. 1 
The next Point concerned Mr. Aiſlabie, who, in the Preamble of the 
Bill, is charged with Breach of the great Truſt in him repoſed, ani that, with 
a view to his own exorbitant Profit, he had combined with the late Directors of the 
South-Sea Company, in their pernicious Practices, and had been guilty of moſt 
dangerous and infamous Corruptions, with other Allegations, that are made 
the Ground of his Puniſhment in the enacting Part. Mr. Giles Earl moved, 
that theſe hard Epithets might either be lt out, or at leaſt ſoften'd ; urging, 
among other Reaſons, that the ſame would leave an indelible Blot upon his 
Son, a worthy Gentleman, and a Member of that Houſe, and his Fa- 
mily, to whom the Houſe had thought fit to allow a conſiderable Eſtate. 
Mr. Grey Nevil ſpoke yet more at large in favour of Mr. Aiflabie, urging 
moſt of the Arguments contained in the Speech upon the conſolidated Bill, 
before mentioned, and in particular, that the Allegations and Facts char- 
ged upon Mr. Aiſlabie, were not ſupported by tufficient Evidence. He 
was anſwer'd by Sir Joſeph Jekyll, Mr. Spencer Cowper, and Mr. Freeman, 
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3 
who inſiſted, © That though the Facts mentioned in the Preamble could 
© not be proved, yet the Houſe being ſatisfied in their Conſciences of 
© the Truth of thoſe Fats, from the Evidence that had appear'd before 
© them, the ſame was ſufficient for that Houſe.” Sir Joſeph having ſpo- 
ken with ſome Warmth on that Head, Mr. Nevill made ſome ſmart Re- 
flections upon him. But though Mr. Robert Walpole, and Mr. Lechmere, 
ſpoke likewiſe in behalf of Mr, Aiſiabie, yet were they not able to ſtem 
the Tide that ran ſo ſtrong againſt him, that it was carried, without di- 
viding, to ler the Words in the Preamble concerning him continue. 
Then, upon a Debate, when to proceed upon the Report of the Sufferers 
Bill, it was carried tor the next Day. : 
When the Houſe took it into further Conſideration, and the firſt 
Clauſe was for inveſting the Eſtates of the Forfeiting Perſons in Truſtees 
for the Uſe of the Publick. Mr. Arthur Moor, in a long and eloquent 
Speech, moved for an Alteration of that Clauſe, and was ſeconded b 
Mr. Hungerford. But they were anſwerd by Sir Joſeph Jekyll, and the 
latter by Mr. Lechmere; to whom the Lord Moleſworth reply'd. After 
this, Mr. Lade, named one of the Truſtees in the Liſt, ſeemed to decline 
that Office, ſaying, * That he was very eaſy in his Fortune, and there- 
fore wiſh'd he might be excuſed from engaging in a Buſineſs, which, 
© he foreſaw, would be attended with great Difficulties : That he knew 
© not what the Houſe might expect from them; and that in ſo extenſive 
and ſo perplex'd an Affair, it was impoſſible to pleaſe every body.” 
To this the Lord Moleſworth reply'd with ſome Vehemence, animadvert- 
ing upon them, who, in ſo important an Affair, appear'd Lukewarm in 
the Service of their Country. On the other hand, Mr. Robert Walpole, 
Mr. Grey Nevil, and ſome others, ſpoke for the Motion. But though 
their Deſign in getting the Clauſe alter'd, was to mulc&t the Directors 
and others, inſtead of confiſcating their Eſtates, yet they never men- 
tion'd it directly; only inſinuating, that they would offer a Clauſe at the 
end of the Bill, which would more eftectually anſwer the Purpoſes 
thereof, and bring in more Money to the Publick. But the Houſe in 
general not reliſhing the Motion, it was dropt without dividing. - 'Then 
the further Conlideration of the Report was adjourned to the next Day, 
when the Houſe, having fat till almoſt Nine at Night, went through all 
the Schedules of the late Directors Eflates, and apreed with the Com= 
mittee, as to the Allowanees given to them 2 the four following, 
viz. Mr. Aſtell, to whom they gave 16090 / iullead of 5969 J. Sir Lam 
bert Blackwell ts whom they gave 150990 / inllead of 5929 4, Sir J 
Bun 5669 J. inſtead of le, and Mr. Francis Hawes 5200 , inſtead of 
31il. 24, 14, It was moved to reduce Sir Theodore Janſſea's. Allowance 
ro 30000 J. but upon a Diviſion, it was catried for 50000 J. | 
After this a Clauſe was offered by Colonel Earl to be added to the 
Bill, in favour of Mr, Aiftabie, tor excepting, from the Forfeiture, his 
Country-Houſe, Gardens, and Park, as alſo his Lady's Jewels and 
. 4 „ Houſhold- 
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Houſhold-Goods, which was brought up and read; and a Debate ariſing 
thereupon, the ſame was adjourned to the next day, June the 25th, when, 
after ſeveral Speeches for and againſt the ſaid Clauſe, it was agreed to 
without any Diviſion. 

This being over, the Remainder of the Sitting was ſpent in a Debate 
of near three Hours, upon the Queſtion, Whether, as the Bill ſtood, ro 
veſt the forfeited Eſtates in Truſtees, or to mulct the late Directors and 
others a certain Sum? A Clauſe for the Mulet was offered by Mr. Hut- 
chinſon, who propoſed a Million and half Sterling. Sir Thomas Croſs mo- 
ved for 1,400,000 J. and ſeveral long Speeches were made by Mr. Hun- 
gerford, Mr. Lowndes, Mr. Toung, 'Serjeant Pengelly, Sir Robert Raymond, 
Mr. Robert Walpole, Mr. Lechmere, Mr. Milner, and ſome others, who 
were molt of them for the Multi? ; but not agreeing upon the Sum, the 
Debate was adjourned to the Monday following, when the Houſe re- 
ſumed the adjourned Debate, after firſt going upon a Clauſe, offered by 
Mr. Knight, to be added to the Sufferers Bills, viz. © That the Eſtate of 
* which the late Mr. Craggs Senior was poſſeſſed in October 1719. be veſt- 
ed in the hands ct the 'I ruſtees, appointed by this Bill, to diſpoſe of the 
* Eſtates of the late Directors and others; which being ſtrenuouſly op- 
poſed by rhe Court-Party, was, upon a Diviſion, carried in the Nega- 
tive by 104 azainſt go. Then Sir John Eyles, Sub-Governour of the 
Suth-Sea Company, propoſed, That a Clauſe for veſting the Eſtates of 
the forteiring Perſons in themſelves, and only laying a Mule upon them, 
might be read ; which being done accordingly, Sir Thomas Croſs ſpoke to 
it, and ſuggeſted, That it would be more advantageous to the Publick, 
either to mulẽt the Directors, or to allow them fifteen per cent. out of their 
Eſtates for prompt Payment; but this being warmly oppoſed by Mr. Jeſ- 
ſop, Mr. Milner, Sir Nathaniel Gould, and the Lord Moleſworth, the Mo- 
tion for reading the ſaid Clauſe a ſecond time was rejected with Diſdain, 
and without a Diviſion ; and ſome other Aniendments were made to the 
Bill, which was ordered to be ingrofled. 

On July 6. the South-Sea Sufferers Bill was read a third time, with a 
new Title, viz. A Bil for raiſing Money upon the Eſtates of the late Sub-Go- 
vernour, Deputy-Guveruour, Diretiors, &c. which, with other Amend- 
ments, Was paſled, and ſent up ty the Lords by Mr. Clayton. It was ob- 
ſervable, that after the third Reading over of the Whole Bill, Mr Mi/- 
er propoſed a Rider to be added to it, importing, "That the Houſhold= 
Goode, Plate, Linen, Oe. of the Directors, G might be excepted out 
of the % but his Motion was rejected With Indignation, whieh pre= 
vented the offering of ſome others that were ready to be propoſed in fa- 
vour of torteiting Perſons ; one in particular, to empower them to eom- 
powmid the Debts that were owing to them, either at Home or Abroad. 

The next Day Mr. Clayton, according to Order, carried up the Bill 
to the Lords, who read it the firſt time, and ordered it a ſecond Reading 
on the Monday following, when all the Peers in and about Town were 
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ſummoned to attend, Upon that Day a Petition of John Aiflabie Eſq; 
was preſented to the Lords, praying to be heard by his Counſel ; but 
the receiving of it was vehemently oppoſed by the Lord T——, WhO 
ſaid, He had done more Miſchief than any Man in the Nation. Some other 
Lords ſpoke more favourably of Mr. Aiſiabie, particularly the E-— of 
8 thoꝰ not directly, and ſo the Petition was received and ordered 
to lie on the Table. Then the Earl of Clarendon preſented two Petitions 
of Sir John Fellowes and Mr. Joye ; upon which aroſe a Debate on the 
| 3 Whether any Petitions from the Directors ſhould be received? 

he E— of S——— ſuggeſted, That if they were all to be heard to 
every Particular, they ſhould fit till next Year : But though the Lords 
Trevor, North and Grey, and Bathurſt, urged there was as much Reaſon 
for receiving their Petitions as Mr. Aiflabie's, yet upon the Queſtion, 
they were both rejected without dividing. 'Then there was another Pe- 
tition preſented in behalf of the late Mr. Craggs's Daughters, which, af- 
ter a ſhort Debate, was received, and ordered to lie upon the Table; 
but three other Petitions from ſome of the Directors were rejected. At— 
ter which the Bill was read a ſecond time, and committed for 'Thurſday 
the 13th of July. The Day before which the Lords ſent a Meſſage, to 
deſire the Conlerence mentioned in Mr. Aiflabie's Speech; which being 
_— > jy to, and the Managers on both ſides met, the Lord Carle- 
ton, Prelident of the Council, fignified to the Commons trom the Houle 
of Lords, That their Lordſhips had commanded them to acquaint the 
© Houſe of Commons, that they had received the Bill before-mentioned 
from them, and found in it no Charge 8 John Aiflabie Eſqi and 
the late James Craggs Sen, Eſqj and tho? they had read the Bill ewice, 
* yet their Lordſhips could not find in it the Reaſons that induced the 
* Houſe of Commons to inſert rheir Names into the ſaid Bill; and there- 
fore deſired this Conference, to know the Matters of Fact upon which 
* the ſaid Bill was grounded, ſo far as the ſame related to Mr, Aiſtabie 
and Mr, Craggs, Hereupon, at the Return of the Managers from the 
Commons to their Houſe, and the Report made to the ſame by Mr. o- 
per, it was reſolved, That ſuch Members, as were of the Committee of 

+ Bec ſhould be appointed a Committee to ſlate the Matters of Fact, 
which were drawn up and preſented, word for word, as in Mr, Aiſabie's 
Speech, with the Witneſſes Names, which it is needleſs to repeat, becauſe 
therein inſerted. 'The Lord Carleton having made his Report of this 
Conference to the Lords, the Lords, __ taking it into Conſideration, 
and after ſome Debate, indulged Mr. Aiſlabie fo much, as to order him 
to be brought to the Bar of their Houſe on Tueſday the 19th of July 
following ; and that Sir _ Blunt, Edmond Waller Eſa; with the Wit- 
neſſes mentioned in the Paper, left by Mr. Hoper at the ſecond Confe- 
rence with their Lordſhips Managers ; as alſo that a Meſſage ſhould be 
ſent to the Commons, to deſire they would give leave that any of the 
Witneſſes, that were Members of Air Houſe, might be n, 

x. | behal 


behalf of Mr. Aiſlabie, at the Bar of the Houſe of Peers. In anſwer to 
this, after finding ſeveral Precedents in their Journals, the Commons re- 
ſolved, © That George Bailies Eſq; Richard Edgcomb Eſq; William Lowndes 
Eſq; Charles Stanhope Eſqj Henry Kelſal Eſq; Witiam Clapton Eſq; Ri- 
* chard Hampden Eſq; George Delaval Eſq; Sir Robert Fuineſe Bart. and 
© Edward Wortley Eſq; ſhould have leave to attend the Lurds, and be ex- 
© amined concerning that Part of the Bill, mentioned iu their Lordſhips 
© Meſlage, which related to Jobn Aiflabie Eſq; if they thought tit.” 

The ſame Day, viz. July 18. the Lords being net early, went into a 
Committee on the Directors Bill, and great Debates aroſe concerning 
the manner, wherein he and his Witnefles ſhould be examined. The 
Lord Harcourt moved, "That, according to the eſtabliſned Rules of Juſ- 
tice and Equity, every one of them might be examined diſtinctly to eve— 
ry Article: But this was warmly oppoſed by the Lord T—, who, 
in a long and very pathetick Speech, alledged, among other things, 
That fach a Method would take up fo much time, that it might en- 
danger the Loſs of the Bill, which was of the greateſt Importance, not 
, only to the Kingdom, but the KING himlelt; for if the Bill ſhould 
© miſcarry, no Man could tell what night be the Conſequence. This 
was ſupported by the E— of H , who likewiſe urged the Neceſſity 
of paſling the ſaid Bill to quiet the Minds of the * 

Alter ſome other Speeches for, and againſt Mr. Aiftabie, he, the Priſo- 
ner, Was called in, and (at his Delire) Mr. ITT, Sir John Pellowes, 
Mr. Surmin, Sir Theodore Janſſen, Sir Lambert Blickwell, Sir Jon Blunt, 
Mr. Fuulonbridge, My. oye, and Mr, Hyver were ſeverally called in, ex= 
 amined, and contronted With hin, Sir Foln Fellowes, in particular, de- 

clared, he knew nothing of che (Queſtions that were pur to him by Mr. A. 
ſlalie; and Sir Joh Blunt being asked, Ho was the Cut of the South» 
Sea Scheme ? anſwered, It was none of his, but the Houſe of Cimmons, But 
Sir Theodore Janſſen being examined about the matter, declared, He al- 
ways took Sir John Blunt to be the Contriver, as certainly, he was the chief Ma- 
nager of the South-Sea Scheme ; and that, for his own Part, he never was let 
into the Secret of the Affair, Mr. Hawes being examined as to the burns 
ing of the Book of Accompts, ingenuoully owned the Fact, but ſaid, they 
were only Books of private Accompts between Mr, Aiflabie and himſelt, 
and which no ways concerned the Publick, or any other private Perſon, 
belides them two. Upon which Mr. Aiftabie ſaid, He thought there was no 
hurt in burning Accompts that were made up and canceled, and in which hobody 
had any Concern but Mr. Hawes and himſelf. "Theſe Examinations being o- 
ver, the Lord 0 ſtood up, and asked, Whether, in the Opinion of 
their Lordſhips, any Miſchief had happened to the Publick ? And bein 
- anſwered, by another Lord, Yes, without doubt, a great deal, But, adde 
the Lord O— it ſeems nobody has done it; Sir John Blunt is innocent, Sir 
John Fellowes knows nothing of the Matter, none of the Director were let into 
the Secret ; Mr. Aiſlabie has done no Hurt ; therefore, my Lords, I move to ad- 
journ ; Which was done accordingly. F The 
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| | The next Day following the Lords went again into a Commitree, up- 
Fon that Part of the Directors Bill which related to Mr. Ai/flabie ; and the 


Lord T—— ſtanding up, ſaid, That from any Evidence that had yet ap- | 


peared before them he could not ſee there was ſufficient Ground to inſert Mr, Aj- 
ſlabie's Name in the Bill, and to involve him in the ſame Puniſhment with the 
Direttors ; and therefore, before they proceeded further, he thought it neceſſary 


to ſend totle SECKET COMMITTEE, to lay before them their whole | 
Evidence, This Motion was ſeconded by the Lord Harcourt, but the 
ſame, if carried, being like to embroil both Houſes in dangerous Diſ- 


putes, the Lord Jule moved tor adjourning during Pleaſure. After 
a ſhort Adjournment, their Lordſhips conlidered what was litting to be 
done in ſo nice and critical an Aﬀair ; and, at laſt, agreed to call in and 
examine, firft Mr, Surman, and after him Mr. H/:ymondſold 3 the former 
of whom depoſed, and the other confirmed, That Mr. _—_ had ySouth= 


Sea Stock transferred to him ſeveral times, to the Value of above 30000 J. 
for which they knew not that he ever paid any thing, After this Mr, Ai= - 


flabie was called in, and ordered to make his Defence, which he did in 

| the Speech, whereupon the foregoing Animadverſions have been made. 
Bur this elaborate and pathetick Harangue, carried more Applauſe. than 
Convittion with it ; the Generality of that Auguſt Aflembly being prepol- 
ſelled, That Mr. Aiflabie had a great Share in the Contrivance of the 
South-Sea Scheme: However, the Lords favoured him ſo tar, as to order 
ſuch other Witnelles, as he had to produce, to be examined the next Day 
and it was alſo ordered, That the Directors of the Swor 
ſhould then attend with their Books, 


reſumed the Conſideration of that Affair, and examined the Sword-Blade 
Company, and their Books; by which it appearing that Mr. Aiftabie had 
= received vaſt Sums on account of South-Sea Stock, their Lordſhips 
ſeemed to be ſo well ſatisfied, that they did not think fit to call for any 
F other Witneſſes; neither did Mr. 7 deſire that the Members of the 
Commons, who had been ſummonec 

| Falled in, and asked what he had further to ſay in his own Defence, he 
made another Speech, which ſhall be ſpoken to in the cloſe of this Rela- 
EE ion, After he was withdrawn, the Queſtion being pur, That there was 
Ll . cient Ground to have his Name continued in the Directors Bill, it 


une 22d of the fame Month, the Commons went thro” the greateſt 
ee the Directors Bill, and put it off to Monday the 24th. Twas 
eee reported and believed, that this was done, with a Deſign to give 

tiers rime to feel the Pulſe of ſeveral Perſons, as to an intended 
Sor muting the late Directors: but being told, by the leading 
Lane Houſe of Commons, "That if any Alterations were made in 
Bil they would never paſs it. When that Day came, the Lords, in 
mand Commirtce, went thro? the Bill, and with only ſome (mall A- 


„ mendments, 


d-Blade Company 


Accordingly, on the 2oth of July, the Lords, in a Grand Committee, 


„ ſhould be examined. But being 


readily agreed to their Lordſhips Amendments. 


ſince we were a Nation, has been ſo bold as to think of creating, will appear, 
when he ſhall look into the Annals of our Engliſh Hiſtory, and converfe 
with the Great Men among the Dead, now he can no longer hold Dif- 


mendments, as to the time given to the forfeiting Perſons for the Diſcasi# 


very of their Eſtates, after reading it a third time to the 


Commons, they 9 
"Thus ended the Search and Diſquiſition into an Affair, which, not-. 
withſtanding all the Secrecy of its Conduct, and the many Rubs that 
were put in the way of thoſe that endeavoured to trace it thro! all its In- 
tricacies and obſcure Windings, muſt hand down to lateſt Poſterity the 

reat Perſpicuity, Diligence, and Fidelity of the Members of the Secret 
1 whole Invelligations and Diſcoverieg no Artifices, howſoever 
clothed with ſpecious Pretences, no pompous and empty Flouriſhes of 
Rhetorick can leſlen the Value of in ſuch, as have in Abhorrence and 
Detellation corrupt and infamous Practices. 

But as it may be expected we ſhould go through our Animadverſions 
upon the Speeches, Which gave Riſe ro this little Pamphler, char owes 
its Birth racher ro Indignation at the Falſehoods contained therein, than 
any other Motive; fo we hold ourſelves in ſome part obliged to give 
into our Readers Expectations, though the Journals of both Houſes ave 
made any further Remarks needleſs, and have more than enough anſwer'd 
and retured what has been ſpoken by Mr. Aiſiabie on either oration, ot 
his Attempts to vindicate himſelf before the Lords his Judges. 

In compliance therefore with our Title, more than the Neceſſity of 
expatiating upon a Subject that furniſhes us, by how much the longer 
we dwell upon it, With ſo much the greater Variety of Objections, We 
have only to add, That as he began his firſt Speech with Vanity, ſo he 
ends it with the greateſt Reluctance, to let that dear, that familiar Paſ- 
lion of a Mind ſwoln with Ambition, quit its Hold of him; ſince, when 
he comes to the diſabling Part of the Bill, chat incapacitates him from 
having any Employments under the Crown, or any Seat in Parliament, 
an onours and Dignities from Royal Bounty and Favour, his Life 
(aker ſuch a patherical manner does he lament che Wounds ariſing from 
that dead-doing Clauſe) ſeems rather to be at an end, than his Deſire 
of Greatneſs and Preferment. But what Reaſon can be of his ſide for 
making that Part of his Puniſhment, a dangerous Precedent, which no Man, 


4 


courſe with the Mighty ones among the Living? He will be from thenee + 1 
taught, that in little more than a Century, Parliamentary Reſentments 
have run the ſame juſt Lengths, and that an High "T'reaſurer, and Changi, 
cellor of England, much more venerable and exalted Names, than a wy. 
Chancellor of the Exchequer, though leſs criminal, have ſubmitted to lt 


the ſame Cenſure, in the Perſons of the Earl of Midd/eſex and Lord Viſe 


count Verulam, 


The ſame that has been apply'd to the Cloſe of his firſt Speech, is pf 
equal Strength, in regard to every Poſition laid down in his Second al: 
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and whatever his Choice of Words may appear therein, the Reader has 
nothing elſe upon his hands, than to have recourle to the Parliamentary 
Proceedings, as above, and be aſſured that his Arguments are very ill 
. n his former Declamacion, he ſays, his Accuſers produced no 

acts to prove his Guilt; in this he brings none himlelt to prove his In- 
nocence ; but lays the whole Strels ot his Concern with the Sourh-Sea 
Scheme upon two dead Miniſters of State, Earl Stauhope, and the late 


Mr. Secretary Craggs, that, are not in being to contradict him; Ahhrtui ou 


mordent, But this way of ſhifting ſtands him in as little ſtead, as the 
| taking off rhe Burden from his own Sqoulders, and placing it upon his 
Sor w-law Mr. IH, in relation to the 'I'ranfactions in the Stor d- 
Blade Company, which he has cauſed to be as perplex'd and difficult to 
be known and underſtood, as thoſe in the South-Seau; tor amidit all his 
Challenges to the whole M/orld, that he ever recommended ay one Man to the 
Compauy, atrer he has acknowledged in Print, he trantnitted a Liſt thi- 
ther of ſeveral Friends. to ſhare in Subſcriprions, he (tands conle(s'd in 
the publick Eye, in rhe Prints of the Week, nay, evei in his own mock 
Vixpicaiion, Which he calls, by way of Libel, 4 I" dication of the Ho- 
nou and Juſtice of Parliament, &c. printed by a Perſon that never 
was in being, for a vain Boaſter of "Truth, ar his Departure from 


the Bar of the Houſe of Lords with a Falſehood in his Mouth, when 


he ſays, There is not one of them, meaning the forſeiting Perſons, that have 
accuſed me, but on the contrary, they have all acquitted ine. Neither Mr. Sur- 
man, who corroborated Heymonſold's Depolitions about the 30000 J. 
Hout h- Sea; nor Sir John Blunt, whom the worſt Word he can utter, 
ſeems to be too good for, from Mr. Aiſlabie's Carriage towards him, 
which could not but be in Return to ſome of his Conteſſions made to 
the Committee of Secrecy : ſo that he may be ſaid, without Danger of 


Obloquy or Defamation, to be equally in the right, notwithſtanding Mr. 


Pernon's Expulſion for his corrupt Attempt upon General Roſs, when he 


declares he has made' no unworthy Applications, as when he avers his. 


Innocence to be his SKREEN, and their Lordſhip's Juſtice to be his Reevcs : 
ſince as his known want of the Fixsr placed his Guilt in full view, on 
the ſide of the Shelter of Pretences, and occult Concealments; ſo the 
Senſe he has had of the Lasr, in the conſcientious Deciſion of his Af- 
fair, laid before the Houſe of Peers as his Judges, may give him to un- 
derſtand, that he ought in his Circumſtance to have gone further a 
fiel&-for Encouragement and Protection. 
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